
Jesus is King | A Series through the Gospel of Mark 
Faith Makes Space 
 
Text: Mark 1:40-2:12 
Synopsis: Jesus heals people that society has no space for. In this story, we see two right ways to 
respond to Jesus, and one wrong way. 

 
Jesus heals people society has no space for. 
 
A leper. 
And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make 
me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I 
will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And 
Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say 
nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what 
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, 
and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in 
desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter. (Mark 1:40-45) 
Jesus heals diseases. Deeper point: Jesus loves (leprosy was not God’s judgment) 
 
A paralytic. 
And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 
And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. 
And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried 
by four men (Mark 2:1-3) 
Notice two patterns: both of them wanted healing, and Jesus was willing and able to heal, but 
sometimes life is cruel with obstacles. Sometimes, we face obstacles to Jesus. 
 

What keeps you from coming to Jesus? 
1. Shame (Leper)  

Some of you may feel so much shame that you feel alone in your suffering.  
2. Weakness (Paralytic) 

Some of you feel stuck where you’re at and helpless to change. 
3. Cynicism (Scribes) 

Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this 
man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And 
immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, 
said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? (Mark 2:6-8) 

These are the people who know more about the Bible than anyone else in the room. 
What separates them is not knowledge, performance, or morals. The first two have 
faith. 

 

Faith makes space for Jesus. 
Making space for Jesus feels risky and costly.  
 

   



 

1. Asking for help 
a. Obstacle: societal shame leading to isolation 

And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, 
you can make me clean.” (40) 

Asking is where the power is. 
b. Obstacle: no room and no legs. 

And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the 
roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed 
on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:4-5) 

● The paralytic couldn’t help himself. He asked his friends for help.  
 

2. Committed to being right  
And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 
collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Mark 
2:16) 
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” (Mark 3:22) 
And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for 
they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. (Mark 11:18) 
It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the 
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him 
(Mark 14:1) 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with 
him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders. (Mark 14:43) 
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate. (Mark 15:1) 
So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. (Mark 15:31) 
 

What are you really here for? 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your 
bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go 
home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so 
that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
(Mark 2:9-12) 
 
You’ve never seen anything like Jesus. Don’t turn off the wonder of Jesus. Let go of your need 
to control your life and just allow Jesus to heal your life. How? 
 
Ask for help. 
GET PRAYER! Healing happens when we drop the facade. 
What do you really want from Jesus? Be afraid no longer. Jesus is willing.  

 


