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A Sower Sowing Seeds

Mark 4:1-20
Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so
that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea
on the land. 2 And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he
said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky
ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no
depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it,
and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing
up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said,
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the
parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of
God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that

‘they may indeed see but not perceive,
and may indeed hear but not understand,

lest they should turn and be forgiven.’”

Synopsis: The Kingdom is like a Sower Sowing Seeds

Jesus teaches about the kingdom
1. Parables are meant to shake things up
2. Parables are not always easy to understand

And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand
all the parables? The sower sows the word. (Mark 4:13-14)
Word = Gospel of the Kingdom.1

Gospel = good news.
In this parable, he explains three different reactions to the good news of the kingdom.

Three challenges we face
1. The Devil (spiritual opposition)

And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. (Mark 4:13-15)
The Problem: Darkness
The Result: Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them

1 Λόγον “is a frequent term for preaching the Christian message...it is natural to understand it in
light of the focus of this whole discourse on the kingdom of God.” R.T. France. The Gospel of Mark.
The New International Greek Testament Commentary. 217
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2. Our Environment
And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately
they fall away. (Mark 4:16-17)
The Problem: No root in themselves
The Result: When tribulation or persecution arise...they immediately fall away.

3. Ourselves
And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. (Mark 4:18-19)
The Problem: Overcome by worry/desires, cares of the world, deceitfulness of riches, desire.
The Result: Chokes the word out so that it proves unfaithful

Ephesians 2:1-9
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

A different kind of “hearing” is needed
But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it
and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” (Mark 4:20)

● Follow him
● Don’t give up

Those who are with Jesus will make it through.


